
STEP 1 - DECIDE WHAT YOUR BLOG WILL BE ABOUT 

The most popular types of blogs are personal, business, niche, and media/news. Chances are 
you have a general idea of what your interests are, and that’s a great start! But you will need to 
narrow down your topics so that your blog isn’t all over the place.  

Answer these questions to help you decide what to base your blog on: 

- My main interests are: _______________, _______________, _______________, and 
_______________. 

- My blog can help people _______________, and _______________. 

- I have the most ideas for blog posts in the field of _______________ and _______________. 

- My ideal reader is _____________________________________________.  

STEP 2 - WRITE CONTENT  

Now that you have answered these questions, you want to “test drive” the life of a blogger by 
writing up some content to go with your brand new theme. You might think its a bit early to be 
writing blog posts, but here are some reasons why you should start early.   

- You may not have that much to say about that topic - More often than not, you will think that 
you have TONS of blog posts stored up in your head about a specific topic, but once you 
start writing, turns out you really don’t have that much on that topic. And how terrible 
would it be it you decided on a theme and built a whole site only to find out you don't have 
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much to say about the topic? Besides, you want to have as much content as possible stored 
up so this will not go to waste. 

- You need to practice editing your own content! Try different styles of writing (first person, third 
person, etc), and see which one feels the most like you. This will help you narrow down the 
tone of your blog as well.  

STEP 3 - PICK A BLOG NAME 

The reason why you should wait until you have a theme and a couple of posts ready to go 
before you settle on a name and buy that blog name, is because you want to first make sure 
that the name describes what you will be all about!  

It’s almost 100% guaranteed that your blog will grow and evolve over time, and you will end up 
some place different from where you started. Pick a name that can grow with you and doesn’t 
put you in a corner. It is my personal belief that if your blog is a personal one, you should 
name it after yourself. It is the best way to build yourself as a brand, and you can easily attach 
your name to any interests and opportunities you may stumble upon later. If yours is a 
business or general blog and it doesn’t make sense to name it after yourself, pick a name that 
is catchy, easy to say, and not too specific. Avoid words like the ones below as they are 
saturated and overused. Be unique! 

Say the words in your head and out lout for a couple of weeks. See if you still like it after 
saying it for a while. Ask people what it makes them think of when they hear it. Don’t be 
discouraged if people don't immediately love it, sometimes it takes seeing the product along 
with the name to get people on board, so part of this is going with your instincts! You can also 
start searching on sites such as goDaddy and Google to make sure it’s actually available and 
not taken up by somebody.  

Domains typically cost $7 - $12/ year, and will usually be good for a couple of years. 
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STEP 4 - WRITE SOME MORE 

Here we are, again. Write some more. Does writing come easier now that you have a name? 
Does your writing resonate with your theme and name? Are you enjoying researching and 
writing about the topics you picked? 

Then great! You are on the right track. You are now ready to actually build your site. 
 

STEP 5 - DECIDE ON HOSTING 

This may seem intimidating at first, but I will try to make it as simple as possible. You can do it 
all yourself and I promise you do not need to pay anybody. 

There are only TWO things you need to understand to start this. Hosting, and domains.  

Hosting is where your blog will live in the great abyss that is the internet. Think of it as several 
big warehouses, and you have to pick one to store your stuff. We will talk about all the 
different warehouse options a little later.  

Your domain is like your phone number on the internet. It’s where people find you. It’s that 
little address that people type up at the top of their browser to pull up your site.  

Okay so now that we understand that, here are two options for building a blog. Free, and not 
free.  
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Both options are totally fine, so it really comes down to WHY you are blogging. If you’re going 
on a trip and just want to update your family, a free blog will do just fine! If you plan to make 
$ from it someday or turn it into a business, I highly recommend the initial investment and 
buying your own domain. 

buy the domain/name 

Now is the time to buy that domain name you picked out. If you’re still sure about the name by 
this point, go ahed and purchase that baby to make sure no one takes it! Godaddy is the 
easiest place to purchase a domain. (TIP: Pick a .com if at all possible - it’s easier to remember 
than .co, .org. or  anything else). 

decide where to store it 

If you want to go free, the best and most popular options are wordpress, and blogger. You will 
be guide through their system and pick a template (thats’s the layout of your site),  upload your 
logo, photos, information, and start posting blog entries. 

If you choose to go with a paid option, some of the most popular ones are Wordpress, Wix, 
Voog, Squarespace, and Weebly (Here is a full updated list for more options! 
 
  

Most of these options will allow you to build a sample free  site before you take the plunge and 
start paying. Most hosting sites offer different levels that will range from $8 to $30 a month, 
with price dependent on the perks you get, as well as removing their own advertising from 
your site (which can be annoying and not okay for professional blogs, but definitely okay if 
your blog is just a personal journal).  

Each of these options will offer different templates to choose from. This means you can decide 
how you want your blog to potentially look once it’s done by browsing through their galleries. 

As much as you will want to be tempted by price, the best way to choose a hosting site is to 
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test it and see how user friendly it is, if they have a good FAQ section (which you will be using 
a LOT), and if you like their templates. Choosing the cheapest one will only cost you more 
money in the long run when you start hating your hosting and want to move everything to a 
better one. Trust me, we’ve been there! 

 

STEP 6 - DESIGN YOUR BLOG 

Once you've decided on hosting and a domain, you want to connect one to the other (there 
will be specific instructions for this in the help section of the hosting company you choose), 
and start designing! 

Now that you are ready to start, decide on a color scheme. Think of  5 words you want people 
to think when they see your blog. If you want a girlie blog, white and pastels are always 
pleasing to the eye. If you want something a little edgier, consider using black, as well as 
bolder fonts. Stalk sites you love and study their visuals, and build yours around that same 
style.  

The next thing you will need, is a logo.  

You can buy a logo design from the internet, you can build your own on Photoshop, or you 
can pay a graphic designer to do it for you. Any of these options are fine! If you are just 
starting, I recommend using a free option at first, or even just text in a  font you like, as you 
will certainly want to change your mind and want to tweak a little later.  

 

STEP 7 - CREATE A BLOG EMAIL 

Now that you have set up your site, designed it, uploaded your logo, and are ready to start 
getting to the nitty gritty of blogging, hold on! 

Make a blog email. There are a few options for this. If you have a paid domain and hosting, you 
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can use an email service like zoho and get a custom email that will look like 
deborah@societyletters.com. If you are using a free option or do not want to deal with the 
hassle of setting up a custom email, you can also set it up on google and it will look like 
societyletters@gmail.com. Having a custom domain email looks more professional, especially if 
you are a business, but this is completely up to you and lots of big bloggers just use a gmail 
email. 

The important lesson here is to not mix your personal email with your blog email, because 
your inbox will be flooded sooner than you think, and you will lose track of your personal 
emails.  

 

STEP 8 - DECIDE HOW YOU WILL PROMOTE YOUR BLOG 

This is an important step that most blogger don’t do, until they get going. The problem is that 
once you get going you get so caught up in coming up with content, promoting the content 
gets forgotten!  

There are different social media channels to promote a blog, but if I had to pick the best ones, 
it would be Facebook, Instagram, and Pinterest. If you are short on time, focus on one at a 
time, and grow your  

If you decide how  you will do it beforehand, then you will create a habit of promoting on a 
schedule and it will make your like 1000x easier. We have put together a calendar for you to to 
write consistently (the BEST way to promote), as well as a social media calendar and check 
mark system to make sure you stay on track. How easy is that?!  

STEP 9 - NETWORK 

Networking is a big part of being a successful blogger. Reaching out to other bloggers, people, 
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and companies will help put a face to the blog. People connect with personalities behind 
blogs, so make sure to stay true to yourself and don’t get sucked into feeling like you have to 
match other bloggers. With so much competition out there, your personal style is what will 
stand out!  

The best ways to connect with people in your niche: 

• Follow them on social media 
• Like their posts 
• Leave genuine comments, 
• Reply to any comments you get 
• Be real and show that you are human - too much perfection can be a turn off for many followers 
• Be consistent - don’t post once and then forget about it for a week (follow our schedule!) 
• Post good pictures within the same family of color and style. When others see that you take yourself 

seriously, they will be more inclined to work with you.  
• Be an active part of the community by:  

- Participating in contests and hashtag games 
- Hosting a giveaway 
- Always be supportive and positive - no one likes a Debbie downer 
- Tag people and businesses if you post one of their pictures or product to show 
your support of their brand 

 

STEP 10 - MAINTAIN YOUR BLOG 

Now that you have a system in place, it’s important to maintain it over time. Blogging is a time 
and consistency game so it is key to have a plan. 

*  Pace Yourself  - Make a schedule determining how many times a week you will post, and 
about what. Be realistic and don’t decide you will post 8x a week or you will soon be 
discouraged! Better to set the bar at 2x per week for example, and find that you can do 3x, 
then 4x, and on and on as you grow.  

* Make time to regularly review, refocus and plan – Set time aside to edit. Edit your posts several 
times, go back and re-edit old posts, edit edit edit. This will help make sure that your blog is 
always keeping up with your vision as it changes.  
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*  Think Big – Imagine exactly how your blog would be in a perfect world? How would it look? 
in 5 years, what would you like your blog and life to look like? Use our “Blog Life Map” tool 
to fill in the boxed with exactly what you want your blog to do over the course of its life. Add 
in things like “partner with such and such blogger or company”, “monetize by year 3”, “get 
featured on xx blog”, so on and so forth! Having a plan and a vision will help you work 
towards those goals, even if it doesn't happen exactly how you plan it. Print it and have it by 
your desk so you can constantly add to it as you dream bigger and bigger. 

* Brainstorm – Scribble down everything that you can possibly think of to write about or do for 
your blog no matter how ridiculous or absurd it might seem. Try and think outside the box 
of unusual things that you could write about or do to promote your blog.  

* Develop your skills – Aim to continuously develop yourself and your blog. Strive to be better  
at writing, styling your photos, taking photos, anything that helps take you blog to the next 
level. There are plenty of free photography courses online and blogging tips on social media 
and on Society Letters. We will have webinars coming to you soon too!  

* Write now, edit later – This was the best writing advice I’ve ever gotten. Sometimes staring a 
blank white page is intimidating and you will feel stuck, and then stop blogging.  To avoid 
this, remember anything can be a topic for a blog post -you just have to find the right angle. 
Type ideas, thoughts, topics, and words that inspire you into your notes on your phone or on 
a piece of paper, and let it marinade a bit. Start writing, take some time away from it, and edit 
later.  

 

Thank you for taking Society Letters’ “How to Start a Blog From Scratch” e-Course!
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